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Captain Haws Bicentennial Celebration to
commemorate Putnam County’s first settler

Magnolia Township
Preservation Association
will host event Aug. 17

SHAW LOCAL NEWS NETWORK
contact@shawmedia.com

The Magnolia Township Preserva-
tion Association will celebrate the first
settler in Putnam County during the
Captain Haws Bicentennial Celebration
on Saturday, Aug. 17.

The day’s festivities kick off with a
car show from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the

Magnolia Township Preservation Asso-
ciation Museum parking lot. Preserva-
tion association members also will sell
pork chop sandwiches, drinks and
snacks. A slideshow presentation about
Capt. William Haws will be on display
in the museum meeting room.

In 1824, Haws was passing through
the area now known as Magnolia Town-
ship on his way to Galena. He liked the
region’s countryside and decided to set-
tle in Putnam County. Haws carved his
name on a tree before he continued to
Galena. In 1826, after finishing his busi-
ness in Galena, he returned to the Mag-
nolia area and took possession of
his claim.

Haws is credited with being the first
permanent settler in Putnam County.
He built a log cabin on the north side of
Little Sandy Creek. Putnam County
was organized in 1831 at a meeting in
Haws’ cabin.

Haws was the captain of a company
of state militia during the Black
Hawk War.

He led a wagon train to Oregon in
1847, and he excavated lead in Galena,
gold in California and silver in Mexico.

The mission of the Magnolia Town-
ship Preservation Association is to
research, collect, preserve, promote and
communicate the history of Magnolia
Township to educate future generations.

Library to host bird migration programs in October

SHAW LOCAL NEWS NETWORK
contact@shawmedia.com

The Putnam County Public Library
District on Wednesday announced that it
has received a Citizen Science grant from
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and
SciStarter.

With the funds, the library will host
programs on bird migration in October.

The upcoming programs include a
screening of the PBS Nature documentary
“Flyways,” a guided bird hike at the Sue
and Wes Dixon Waterfowl Refuge in Hen-
nepin, and virtual presentations with site
educators at the Emigquon National Wild-
life Refuge in Havana and the Sue and Wes
Dixon Waterfowl Refuge in Hennepin.

In addition, individuals have the oppor-
tunity to apply for the SciStarter Ambassa-
dor Program, a velunteer training pro-
gram for those ages 18 and older with
diverse backgrounds and experience lev-
els. This program is designed for anyone
who wishes to introduce SciStarter and
Citizen Science to their communities.

For information about any of these pro-
grams or the SciStarter Ambassador Pro-
gram, call the Granville Branch at 815-339-
2038. To register for the virtual programs,
visit the Program Portal at sites.google.
com/putnamcountylibrary.org/pro-
gramportal/home.

Photo provided

A male dickcissel sings at the Sue and Wes Dixon Waterfowl Refuge in Hennepin. The upcoming
programs include a screening of the PBS Nature documentary “Flyways,” a guided bird hike at the Sue
and Wes Dixon Waterfowl Refuge in Hennepin, and virtual presentations with site educators at the
Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge in Havana and the Sue and Wes Dixon Waterfowl Refuge in Hennepin.
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